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Greetings. It is I, the owl 
that runs Factually Inaccu-
rate. Some say that my manage-
rial techniques are arbitrary 
and cruel. Others say that as a 
nocturnal bird, I should not to 
be held to human conceits con-
cerning morality and business 
science. 

I, for one, do not care. As 
long as the fanzine is printed 
in time for each live show, I 
will show surprising reserves 
of mercy, if not compassion.

This month we have managed to 
interview every special guest 
at our live show... or at least 
we thought we had. Monica Gaga, 
Athena Kugblenu, Suchandrika 
Chabrabarti and the 800 year 
old Italian poet Dante all 
kindly took the time to answer 
some questions set by my humans 
and, on one occasion, myself 
(thanks to Monica for tolerat-
ing my hoots).

But it seems we have a last 

minute additional guest in the 
form of Daniel Willis, who 
seems blissfully unaware of who 
runs this fanzine (myself, an 
owl) and what will happen to 
him when we eventually catch up 
with him (mysterious scratches 
and pain).

I hope you enjoy the comedy, 
the interviews, and the list-
ings. We have only one fur-
ther show this year, on Monday 
13th December, for which we’ve 
booked lovely people like Char-
lie George, Alex Bertulis-Fer-
nandes, Rebekkah Turner, and 
Alex Nash. 

Head over to our website at 
factuallyinaccuratestandup.com 
or find us on social media 
@FactuallyInacc for all the 
ticket details, past fan-
zines, and occasional menacing 
screetches.

And get in touch with us if 
you have anything to say. We 
are factuallyinaccuratestan-
dup@gmail.com. We like you all 
very much. You’re not bad, for 
humans.

Love, the owl xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Cover art and owl editorial logo by Maddy Horsley - find her on 
Twitter @madshorsley. She is great.

Factually Inaccurate Stand-Up is produced by James Walsh and 
Maddi Sainsbury (@38geese). Show tech by Jamie Clarke.

Fanzine written, edited and panicked over at 3am by James Walsh. 
Find him at jamesofwalsh.com or @jamesofwalsh

Thanks so much to everyone who has played our show so far.  You 
are: Yuriko Kotani, Heleana Blackwell, MJ Hibbett, 

Charlie Vero-Martin, Felix  Trench, Vix Leyton, Kate Martin, 
Jenan Younis, Sharlin Jahan, Drew Stearne, Michael Cumes, Luke 
Rollason, Thom Tuck, Richard Vranch, Elizabeth Smyth, Joz Nor-
ris, Eleanor Morton, Tom Crowley, Jacob Hatton, Athena Kugble-
nu, Suchandikra Chakrabarti, Dan Willis, and Monica Gaga. Alex 

Bertulis-Fernandes and Charlie George have both NEARLY played so 
I’ll write them here anyway.

[Wimpy sponsored content]

3 - Saying nothing does not 
help you. But it does not hin-
der you either. Mr Tubb even-
tually becomes distracted by 

a small ladybird climbing up 
his tweed jacket, and soon the 
whole “costume” issue is for-
gotten. You breathe a sigh of 
relief. You are alive.



Sponsored Content

Hello! I’m Tim Burgers Lee and 
I’m Wimpy restaurants’ mar-
keting manager. If you’ve not 
heard of Wimpy hamburgers, 
then that’s a savage indict-
ment of my own competence.

But just in case you haven’t: 
we’re a longstanding burger 
chain, unpopularly known as 
the “Wimpy Bar”, founded in 
the late fifties to take 
advantage of the new, 
American trends of “being a 
teenager” and “taking loads of 
amphetamines”. 

We once had over 1,000 res-
taurants worldwide, but since 
I took over my role in the 
late 1980s we have declined 
to a mere 69. Which my twenty-
something niece assures me is 
“nice”. I do not see how it is 
nice.

Anyhoo! Factually Inaccurate’s 
editor owl has kindly given 
me some space here to promote 
Wimpy, which is very kind of 
them. So this I plan to do in 
the way we marketeers know is 
most impactful: via a “Choose 
Your Own Adventure” style 
narrative about what to do if 
you’re a Wimpy Marketing man-
ager.

Please enjoy, and do “share” 
with your friends in whatev-
er way feels appropriate, be 
that photocopying this page 
and taking it ‘round to their 
house to talk to them about 
it, or whatever it is you kids 
are doing to communicatate 
nowadays.

Turn to page 6 to start your 
adventure...



Wimpy Choose Your 
Own Adventure 
(sponsored content)

It’s a big day in Wimpy HQ, 
located in a business park 
outside Chesterfield.

You’re called into a meeting 
with Garry Tubb, the CEO, aka 
Wimpy’s big Quarter Pounder 
with Cheese. What I’m trying 
to say is: the boss.

“Now then Tim”, he begins, 
“I see burger sales are down 
again this month. Do you think 
we should be doing more with 
our Mr Wimpy mascot?”

If you answer “Mr Wimpy is 
dead, Mr Tubb. Ronald McDonald 
killed him in the 1980s and we 
don’t dare bring him back”, 
turn to page 11

If you answer “Yes Mr Tubb, 
your word is law around these 
parts”, turn to page 11 1/2

If you say nothing, turn to 
page 3
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A passion you never knew you 
had rises to the surface of 
your lips, like lava from a 
hitherto dormant volcano. No 

- in fact, it has been so long 
since you challenged Wimpy’s 

CEO that many in the organisa-
tion thought you extinct.

“No, Mr Tubb”, you hear your-
self saying, disassociating 
wildly from your own body.

“This has gone on long enough. 
I know exactly what you’re go-
ing to say - you’re going to 

instigate some foolhardy 
mascot-themed marketing pro-

posal, and I am drawing a line 
in the sand.”

Gulping for breath, you con-
tinue.

“For too long has Wimpy’s en-
tire strategy centred around 
making people dress up in 

weird costumes. And where has 
it got us? Nowhere! The kids 
- the kids! - don’t know who 

we are. They dream of electric 
Nandos. Which is why we must 
go on the INTERNET if we are 

to survive.”

You fall back into your chair. 
And everyone in the room is 
smiling at you. You’ve done 
it. Well done. Wimpy will 

abide.

THE END



It’s a real pleasure to in-
terview you in the year of 
our lord 2021, as many people 
thought you died a while ago. 
Have you been up to much over 
the past eight hundred years?

Ah you know, wandering around 
space and time trying not to 
get involved in any wars and 
what’s new in horticulture. 

Can you tell us a bit about who 
you are and what you’re most 
famous for?

Si! I am a 14th century Floren-
tine poet who is often credited 
as the father of the Italian 

language and known for my epic 
poem about my travels through 
Hell, Purgatory and Heaven.

I greatly enjoyed your “Divine 
Comedy” - I think you got the 
name from an Irish indie band. 
Could you talk a little bit 
about your influences?

Certo. In fact when I performed 
for the first time at the Edin-
burgh Fringe in 2017, I opened 
with their song National Ex-
press! I also love Gigi and 
the Hurdy Gurdies, do you know 
them? They were big in my day. 
They’re probably dead now. 
They’re definitely dead now. 

Long dead Italian poet Dante Alighieri* took 
time out of his busy schedule to talk war, hor-

ticulture and exile with James Walsh 

*His resemblance to writer, comedian and 
improviser Charlie Vero-Martin is both uncanny 

and absolutely should not be remarked upon



It says here you’re one of the 
most famous and influential 
poets in history. Why are you 
performing on a small stage in 
south London, and what can our 
audience expect from you?

Well I was also exiled from 
Florence so I’ve been roam-
ing around ever since trying 
to make some new friends and I 
find comedy is a fun way to do 
that. 

I’m sure you get asked this a 
lot, but do you have your own 
personal favourite circle of 
hell? I ask as a virtuous pa-
gan.

O that is a cheeky chicken of 
a question! I guess I don’t 
mind the Second Circle - Lust. 
I don’t find lust that sinful 
as it takes two to tango. Lots 
of queens there like Helen 
of Troy and Cleopatra. Party 
time!

This is a bit awkward, but I 
get the impression you’re a 
bit of an Virgil fanboy. Would 
you like to tell me about 
that?

Oh Em-ma Gee he is the best. 
I had so much fun taking him 
on adventures with me (in my 
mind). We’re besties (in my 
mind). 

Another sensitive question - 
you were exiled from Florence 
later in life. What was that 
like?

Very sad. It makes Dante very 
sad. Florence is so beauti-

ful and I miss my home. But 
I spent some time in Venice 
and Verona after that, which 
was ok, I guess. If you like 
winged lions and shit. 

You’re kind of one of the fa-
thers of modern Italian, even 
though “Italy” as a concept 
didn’t really exist when you 
were alive. What do you think 
of the various attempts to 
make you a poster boy for na-
tional pride?

In the words of 2006 Jojo: 
It’s just too little, too 
late.

And that’s it, Dante! Thanks 
so much for taking the time 
to speak with us. Are there 
any final words of wisdom you’d 
like to leave us with?

Always carry a potted plant. 

Follow Charlie Vero-Martin @
CharlieVMartin to find out what 
on earth she’s up to, or head 
over to charlieveromartin.com



Hi Athena! How poorly have we 
explained the remit of our own 
night to you?

A remit? Comedy nights with a 
remit should be banned. Am I 
still obliged to do this?

How would you describe yourself 
and your material to a real-
ly specific person who doesn’t 
exist? Let’s call him Darren. 
He’s from Dunstable. 

I tell jokes that make the pa-
triarchy and white supremacy 
funny, so its in my best in-
terests to maintain these power 
systems for as long as possible

How many years old were you 
when you decided comedy was for 
you, and how many years old 

were you when you realised it 
was something you could actual-
ly officially say you were doing 
to your own reflection?

I was 31 when first tried stand 
up, and I was 36 before I felt 
like it was my job. It’s OK to 
have this ‘learn as you go’ 
approach to stand up, horrific 
to have this approach to being 
Prime Minster, which is where 
we are at right now :(

If you don’t mind my saying, 
you’ve got quite a big oeuvre, 
even though you haven’t been 
doing comedy for that long, 
cosmically speaking. Is there 
a comedy thing you’ve done 
that you’re most “wow! I did 
*that!*” about?

“Debate 
right now 
is about 
sustaining a 
loss making 
media that 
people want 
to consume 
for free”
Writer, comedian and commentator 
Athena Kugblenu talks cancel culture, 
the nuances of progressive debate, and 
swearing at children with James Walsh



Are you having a laugh? I’ve 
been at this thing for 10 
years, only good for three of 
them. You got me mixed up with 
London Hughes mate lol. But 
writing for Lenny Henry was a 
moment and I currently write 
additional material for Russell 
Howard’s show which is mad cos 
he’s one of my favs

Isabelle Farah talks about how 
the better you get at stand-up, 
the more difficult subjects you 
can tackle. As an established 
comedian with an allergy to 
dogmatism, have there been any 
in particular you found difficult 
to approach?

Yeah this is 100% true. You 
have to be skilled with a tool 
before you can attempt intri-
cate things with it. I don’t 
really talk about rape culture 
or gender identity issues, the 
former is  gross and I don’t 
feel audiendces are educated 
enough about the latter to re-
spond to jokes in a way I could 
control. 

I loved your Cancel Culture 
series on radio 4; “the gar-
den of enoch” indeed. You deal 
with this with so much more 
wit, thoughtfulness and elo-
quence than I’ve seen anywhere 
else in the media, but are the 
terms of the debate inherently 
set against truth, seeing as it 
mainly seems to be a way for 
the right wing press to inflame, 
deflect and infuriate?

Yes, debate right now is about 
sustaining a loss making me

“If you want to 
upset kids don’t 
call them ‘lit-
tle shits’ call 
them ‘unwanted’

dia that people want to consume 
for free. Its also the left 
that are at it, with  ‘gotcha’ 
journalism, rather than people 
trying to have a progressive, 
considered conversation. 

I’ve been enjoying the Keeping 
Athena Company podcast as I’m 
currently helping out with 6 
week old twins. Is swearing at 
babies ok? I don’t mean “fuck 
you, you’re a baby”, just it 
seems fine to sing bawdy songs 
at them because they haven’t 
got a clue what’s going on.



Thank you for listening! I 
think you are alluding to 
the fact that we swear a lot 
around the kids. Swearing 
around babies is fine. Swearing 
at them is unnecessary lol If 
you want to upset kids don’t 
call them ‘little shits’ call 
them ‘unwanted’

I don’t usually ask about 
dreams, but last night I 
dreamt my grandma, who died 
earlier this year, came back 
as a zombie, and that one of 
my ex-girlfriends who now 
lives in Canada was work-
ing at my local coffee shop 
and was deliberately trying 
to get fired by arguing with 
the customers and her fellow 
staff members. Have you had any 
memorable or instructive ones 
lately?

I dream vividly every night 
but forget what happened as 
the day progresses. Which is 
a good skill to have when you 
are a stand up. Move on from 
last night’s show and on to 
the next one.

Do you have a favourite 1980s 
/ 1990s movie swear line awk-
wardly dubbed out by the BBC? 

I seem to remember whenever 
they showed Coming To Ameri-
ca there were quite a lot of 
“Forget Yous”.

“Forget You!” was the best! I 
think I remember at the end 
of An Officer and a Gentleman, 
RIchard Gere calls someone a 
‘cunt’ and the BBC or whoev-
er changed it to “frightfully 
unsavoury individual of whom I 
have nothing positive to say. 
A pox be upon you”.

Thanks so much! Is there any-
thing in particular you’d like 
to plug?

My podcast is called Keeping 
Athena Company. For every epi-
sode you listen to, my statis-
tics go up by “1”. 

Athena Kugblenu can be found 
pointing out hypocracies and 
contradictions @AthenaKugblenu 
on Twitter.

Her website is 
athenakugblenu.co.uk

Her excellent and 
thought-provoking BBC se-
ries Athena’s Cancel Culture 
is still available on the BBC 
Sounds app
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“I’ll do anything for Wimpy 
PLC,” you hear yourself say-
ing. “You know that, Mr Tubb.

“Anything”.

“Anything?” asks Tubb, the 
ghost of a smile on his lips. 

“Well then, Timmy my boy. I 
know exactly what we can do 
for our new campaign.”

Mr Tubb has misunderstood. He 
thinks YOU are a beanburger. 
He comes at you with knives, 
and your end is slow, painful, 
and distinctly non-vegetarian.



[Wimpy Sponsored Content]

11
Mr Tubbs was not fooled by 
my desperate Ronald McDonald 
clown murder related lie.

“Now that’s not true, Tim. In 
fact, I have a Mr Wimpy mascot 
suit with me right now.”

Tubb went through some sur-
prisingly cavernous draw-
ers and pulled out a Mr Wimpy 
Beefeater mascot, along with 
a large cloud of flies. It was 
riddled with holes and stains. 

“Put on this suit and stand in 
that lay-by off t’A-52 for the 
afternoon. Drum up some busi-
ness for me, will you, Timmy 
my lad?

“You don’t mind climbing in-
side, do you, son? It’ll be 
just like old times.”

As the boss approached me with 
that disgusting costume, I 
felt dizzy. The bile inside 
me rose and the room started 
spinning as though it were a 
spinning Jenny. 

As I lost consciousness and 
fell towards the floor, my 
last thoughts were, “Jenny’s… 
that’s a rival burger chain 
that is”.

THE END

[Wimpy Sponsored Content]

11 1/2
“My word is law?” repeated Mr 
Tubb. “My word is law?”

He scrabbed the grey stubble 
on his chin, absent-mindedly 
tugged at an errant nose hair, 
sighed, and got up from his 
fancy ergonomic office chair. 

He came around the side of his 
desk and leaned against it, 
his burger bun (what we call 
flab in our business) poking 
through his polyester shirt, 
belly button almost exactly at 
my eyeline. 

I gazed passively towards it, 
trying not to focus my eyes.

“Now then Tim,” I’m just a 
forward-thinking CEO. My word 
isn’t law. Wimpy is a caring, 
sharing, forward-looking em-
ployer. Why, didn’t we intro-
duce British burger restau-
rants’ first ever vegetarian 
option?

“We did, Mr Tubb. The spicy 
beanburger.”

“The spicy beanburger, exact-
ly. And I must say, Timmy my 
lad. That gives me an idea...

If you go along with Mr Tubb’s 
idea, turn to page 10

If you desperately interrupt 
Mr Tubb, turn to page 5



Hello! You’re performing at 
Factually Inaccurate Stand-Up, 
a night explicitly affiliated 
with this fanzine. Is this the 
first club night you’ve done 
that’s run by a fictional bird?

It is, and I feel honoured. 
Thank you for having me.

Are you aware that the first five 
minutes of your set will have 
to be just genuflecting to an
owl and bigging up nocturnalism 
as a lifestyle choice?

You’ve just summed up my two 
major interests there. The syn-
ergy!

You did journalism before doing 
comedy. What skills from the
former are well suited to being 
funny in the latter?

I’ve found that quick wit is 

kind of a currency in a news-
room (it is in all workplaces 
generally, but especially so in 
newsrooms). 

There’s a lot of hotdesking and
moving around different roles 
and working across analogue and 
digital, so power and hierar-
chy get messy, but the verbal 
sparring tends to sort it back 
out again.

Having to pitch stories in 
meetings and then write them 
to tight deadlines is also good 
practice for writing storytell-
ing-style stand-up (as opposed 
to one-liners, not my forte).

I like responding to the news, 
which can help keep my set cur-
rent and spark that “oh yeah, 
I’ve never thought of it that 
way” response in the audience, 
which is a good one.

Suchandrika Chakrabarti says all the 
right things about owls, journalism 
and Amy Winehouse in an interview 

with James Walsh

Such
a
party
animal



Is doing stand-up something 
you’ve always wanted to do? Or 
was it a eureka, Flux
Capacitor style moment?

I’d always wanted to try it, 
but I had no idea where to 
begin and kept putting it off, 
blaming all the mad scheduling 
and tonnes of overtime that a 
job in journalism can entail. 

Also, I had a crippling party-
ing addiction in my 20s that 
took up a lot of my leisure 
time.

When I started making a pod-
cast about the show Black Mir-
ror in my last staff job at the 
Daily Mirror, more and more 
people were asking me if I’d 
considered trying comedy, so I 
listened to them and left it 
three years. I then went and 
did a course at The Bill Mur-
ray in January 2020.

Then live comedy was cancelled 
for 15 months and here we are!

Were there any specific comic 
inspirations for you when you 
were growing up?

Whoopi Goldberg, the ‘Going 
for an English’ sketch from 
Goodness Gracious Me, Bill 
Bailey, Eddie Izzard, French & 
Saunders, The Young Ones.

You have a very warm and en-
gaging line in audience inter-
action. What would your advice
be to people on how to handle 
a crowd, and is this something 
that has come naturally to
you?

“ How hot 
would it be 
to have a 
nemesis?

Oh thank you! It isn’t really 
a conscious thing, but I guess 
I speak to the audience like 
they’re a friend. I seem to 
have somehow formed the belief 
that an audience watching you 
speak on a stage in whatever 
setting wants you to do well, 
because they’ve turned up to 
be entertained, or informed, 
or both. 

Anyone who doesn’t want you to 
do well up there is your nem-
esis, and how hot would it be 
to have a nemesis? They’re, 
like, totally obsessed with 
you. Dreamy!

You did your first hour show on 
Amy Winehouse this summer. Can 
you tell me how it went, and 
tell me a little bit about why 
she had such a profound impact 
on your life? And will you be 
bringing the show
back next year?

People seemed to like it. 
There was lots of laughter and 
some tears, and my friends 
came along and bought me fizzy 
wine afterwards, so it was a 
great experience overall.



I’m a fan of Amy Winehouse’s 
music and I admired her tal-
ent - still do. Amy and I were 
born in the same year, and 
during the peak of her ca-
reer - when she could still 
be sighted all around Camden 
despite being an international 
megastar - I was both working 
and partying in Camden.

She seemed like someone I 
knew, as though she was a girl 
I’d been at school with who’d 
done well so early in life. 

My friends and I had a running 
joke that we’d bump into her 
and befriend her You’ll have 
to see the show to discover 
how that worked out...

And yes, it’s coming back! 
There will be plenty of chanc-
es to see ‘I Miss Amy Wine-
house’ in London and beyond 
next year. 

You do podcasts! How did you 
get into making them and how 
do you get one to break
through?

I first got involved with pod-
casts back in late 2017 when 
I was working at the Daily 
Mirror, and the editors were 
looking for podcast pitches. 

I had access to screeners for 
the show Black Mirror
(thanks to contacts made while 
moonlighting as an arts journo 
in the 2000s), and thought 
that what’s missing from the 
experience of watching the 
show is having a group of peo

ple to talk about it with af-
terwards, to make sense of it. 

Also, I knew that there’d be a 
decent-sized, very engaged 
audience for it because the 
series has a major fanbase, 
and the move to Netflix meant
that audience was now interna-
tional.

Going by the stats from when I 
left the company in 2018, more 
listeners were in the US than 
in the UK, although that was 
evening out. 

My theory is that Americans 
wanted Black Mirror explained 
in nice British accents. Plus, 
we’d got Charlie Brooker on.

I teamed up with a colleague 
who took on the tech side of 
the pod, we got an interview 
with Charlie Brooker and re-
capped the 6 episodes of 
Season 4, then released all 7 
pod episodes just after Black 
Mirror Season 4 landed on Netf-
lix and... it did numbers. 

So we got to make 30 episodes, 
I was made redundant and 
walked straight into a number 
of conference speaking gigs 
about the pod and how we’d 
tapped into this audience.



That was my introduction to 
broadcast really, and since 
then, I’ve only spent 6 months 
not working on a podcast. My 
life is a podcast. Everything 
is podcasting.

Now I co-host But Is It Funny?, 
a comedy criticism podcast pro-
duced by Counterpoints Arts. My
fellow hosts are Jamal Khadar, 
a writer and improviser, and 
Brian Logan, who reviews comedy
for The Guardian. 

I’m also a regular panellist on 
The Week Unwrapped podcast, in 
which we discuss the underre-
ported stories of the week.

Do you have a favourite type 
of bird? Caution: remember who 
you’re talking to here.

I love owls. I like how sur-
prising their legs are. If Alan 
Partridge had asked me to go 
to a cracking owl sanctuary, I 
wouldn’t have hesitated, unlike 
his supposedly lovely recep-
tionist Jill.

Which do you think is the most 

inherently funny animal, and 
why is it the penguin? Or is
rapid habitat loss and 
climate change making animals 
less funny?

Penguins do remain funny de-
spite their own personal apoc-
alypse getting closer by the 
day. That’s how powerfully com-
ical they are. 

It’s the combination of look-
ing like they wear tuxedos 24/7 
while - surprise! - keeping a 
penguin baby hidden in their 
stomach floof.

Please give us some life-chang-
ingly profound words of wisdom, 
or plug whatever it is you have 
coming up soon that you would 
like to plug. 

Twitter’s the best place to find 
out where I’m gigging 
[@SuchandrikaC] but I will say 
that I am looking forward to 
joining the Funny Women Bright-
on Nights line-up on Saturday 
27th November, which includes 
my favourite Trusty Hog, Hel-
en Bauer. We’ll be at Bright-
on Komedia and tickets can be 
found somewhere in the series 
of tubes we call the internet.

Oh, and a parting word of wis-
dom, from Antoine de Saint-Ex-
upéry, author of The Little 
Prince: 

“If you want to build a ship, 
don’t drum up the men to gather 
wood, divide the work, and give
orders. Instead, teach them to 
yearn for the vast and endless 
sea.”



Hello! As an owl I probably 
think better at night. Is there 
a particular time of day or 
night that you feel most lucid?
Probably between 22:00 and mid-
night. 

Whenever I get in from a gig 
I’m usually wired, which is 
cool for me  but annoying for 
my partner.

My humans tell me that you came 
to improv via drama school and 
then Second City in Chicago. 
What is your advice to people 
who are in their forties who 
are trying it out for the first 
time and definitely aren’t writ-
ing this sentence?

Do it, you deserve to take up 

space. Go see improv, go do 
improv. Try a Drop-In or taster 
workshop and allow yourself to 
have fun, no strings/pressure 
attached.

For me, when I am flying above 
my favourite wood at 2am, look-
ing for small rodents to crush 
in my powerful beak, I feel 
most alive and free. Watching 
you conjure up amazing scenes 
from nothing with your fellow 
performers feels similar to 
that moment to me. If you were 
to describe improv to a com-
plete novice - say, Darren, a 
middle manager from Dunstable - 
what would you say?

Performance without a script. A 
bit like life, but people are 
watching.

“Being 
ready to 
really 
listen and 
change is 
a must”
Factually Inaccurate’s owl was entrusted 
with interviewing Monico Gaga, and they did 
an unexpectedly good job. Here, the improv 
legend talks performance, inclusivity and 
being drunk with joy



I’ve loved watching you per-
form with assorted groups and 
teams. Do you have an all time 
favourite one, or are you hu-
mans less about favouritism 
than we owls?

So many fun humans and fun 
times, it’s too difficult to 
pinpoint one. Come and see me 
and I’ll let you decide.

You’ve done lots of cool stuff! 
Is there anything in particu-
lar that jumps out at you as 
“wow! I actually got to do 
that! How pleasing”?

Really enjoyed recording a 
part scripted, part improvised 
CBC podcast, Limited Capacity, 
that was pretty awesome and 
one of many fun things that 
improv has afforded me to do. 
Oh yes and performing with the 
Comedy Store Players. When I 
got the email asking, I felt 
drunk with joy.

You’ve done LOADS to champi-
on diversity and inclusion in 
improv. Can you tell us a bit 
about the main barriers to 
entry and participation, and 
whether you think things are 
improving, and what lessons 
can be learned for my humans 
in the sketch and stand-up 
promotion worlds?

Not seeing yourself can make 
you feel that that space is 
not for people like you. So 
sharing leadership and oth-
er opportunities with a di-
verse range of people is a 
step closer to creating a more 
inclusive space. Also being 

ready to really listen and 
change is a must, if you want 
to have not just a diverse 
space, but an inclusive one 
too.

Vroop! Vroop! A weird time 
vortex happens. You’re ten 
years’ old. Who do you think 
is the funniest person in the 
world?

Definitely my friends, I know 
you only asked for one person, 
but laughter with my friends 
is what I remember from being 
ten years old. 

That’s it! Can you leave us 
with some life-changing words 
of wisdom, or failing that, 
let us know where we can find 
your stuff online.

Visit monicagaga.com for all 
your Monica Gaga needs and it 
may change your life, but no 
promises.

Monica also tweets @msmonica-
gaga and can be seen hosting 
and performing with assorted 
excellent improv troupes and 
groups at Hoopla at The Miller



Tuesday 16th Nov

This Is Not A Cult, 
Camden Comedy Club, 
8:00pm 
Tim Key (WIP), Is-
lington Bill Mur-
ray, 9:30pm

Wednesday 17th Nov

Objectively Funny 
Comedy with MC Mar-
tin Willis, Sig-
nature Brew Hag-
gerston, 7:30pm 

Thursday 18th Nov

Tim Key (WIP), The 
Bill Murray, 6:30pm
Yuriko Kotani* 
(WIP), 2Northdown, 
7:30pm 

Friday 19th Nov

Brown Sauce Comedy, 
hosted by Sharlin 
Jahan*, 2northdown, 
7:30pm

Sian Docksey: We 
Live in a Human 
Dream, Museum of 
Comedy, 8:30pm
Stuart Laws Is All 
In, Soho Theatre, 
9:15pm

Saturday 20th Nov

Luke Rollason*: 
Bowerbird, OSO arts 
centre, Barnes, 8pm
Sian Docksey: We 
Live in a Human 
Dream, Museum of 
Comedy, 8:30pm
Stuart Laws Is All 
In, Soho Theatre, 
9:15pm

Sunday 21st Nov

Olga Koch, Up The 
Creek, 7:30pm 

Monday 22nd Nov
ACMS*, Haggerston 
Signature Brew, 
7:30pm
Olga Koch, WIP, The 

Bill Murray, 6:30pm

Tuesday 23rd Nov

Cry Babies*: Bag-
beard (WIP), The 
Bill Murray, 8pm
Stop Trying To Make 
Sketch Happen, 
Hoopla at The Mill-
er, 7:30pm
Hatty Ashdown - The 
Worry Drawer (WIP), 
The Bill Murray, 
6:30pm

Wednesday 24th Nov

Isy Suttie, Robyn 
Perkins and more, 
Battersea Four 
Thieves, 7:30pm
Legs comedy present 
Logs*, Soho Thea-
tre, 9:15pm 

Thursday 25th Nov

Flo and Joan (WIP), 
2Northdown King’s 
Cross, 7pm

LONDON COMEDY LISTINGS
Please go along to some of these gigs and support these 
brilliant acts. We can PERSONALLY guarantee that every 
single gig listed here will be FUNNY. No other owl-run 

London comedy fanzine can make this assurance, and that’s 
why we’re no. #1. 

As always, details are subject to the whimsical fates, so 
check before travelling.

WIP = Work in Progress
* = has performed at either Factually Inaccurate or Next 

Level Sketch before, for full disclosure reasons.



Charlie George*, Mi-
chael Akadiri, Red 
Richardson, Camden 
Comedy Club, 8:00pm
Legs comedy present 
Logs*, Soho Theatre, 
9:15pm 

Friday 26th Nov

Legs comedy present 
Logs*, Soho Theatre, 
9:15pm 

Saturday 27th Nov

Legs comedy present 
Logs*, Soho Theatre, 
9:15pm (seriously, 
just see them every 
night of their run, 
you’ll be fine)

Sunday 28th Nov

Tim Key and many 
others, Chortle Com-
edy Book Festival, 
2Northdown King’s 
Cross, 1pm onwards

Monday 29th Nov

Bad Bitches New 
Tricks, featur-
ing Isabelle Farah, 
and Ginnia Cheng, 
Tufnell Park Aces & 
Eights, 7:30pm

Tuesday 30th Nov

Next Level Sketch 
Comedy featuring 
Just These Please*, 
Hoopla at The Mill-
er, 7:45pm

Wednesday 1st Dec

Jen Ives: Peak 
Trans, 2Northdown 
King’s Cross, 9pm
IMDp: Improvised 
Movie Director 
podcast, Hoopla at 
The Miller, London 
Bridge, 7:30pm

Thursday 2nd Dec

Joz Norris*, Na-
bil Adbulrashid and 
more, Camden Comedy 
Club, 7:30pm

Friday 3rd Dec

Michael Odewale and 
more, Banana Cab-
aret, Balham The 
Bedford, 8:30pm

Saturday 4th Dec

Rosie Jones (WIP), 
The Bill Murray, 
5:30pm

Sunday 5th Dec

Vix Leyton* and Es-
yllt Sears (WIP), 
Tufnell Park Aces & 
Eights, 7:45pm

Monday 6th Dec

Jenanistan, Jenan 
Younis* (WIP), 
King’s Cross 2north-
down, 7pm

Tuesday 7th Dec

Algorithms by Sadie 

Clarke, Soho Thea-
tre, 7:15pm

Wednesday 8th Dec

Tim Key: Chrimbo 
Bimbo, Soho Theatre, 
9:30pm

Thursday 9th Dec

Joz Norris*: Blink 
(WIP), The Pleas-
ance, Islington, 
7:45pm

Friday 10th Dec

Dulwich Comedy Ex-
perience with Ed 
Gamble, MCT Thea-
tre, 8pm

Saturday 11th Dec

Lulu Popplewell: 
Goblin (WIP), Museum 
of Comedy, 8:30pm
Robin Ince’s Nine 
Lessons and Carols 
for Curious People, 
Kings Place, 7pm

Sunday 12th Dec

The Delightful Sau-
sage: Slop Buck-
et, Aces & Eights, 
7:30pm

Monday 13th Dec

Factually Inaccurate 
Stand-Up, Hoopla at 
The Miller, 8pm. 
That’s us! That’s 
our next show!




